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Sampson: Redistricting Would Help Senate Democrats

By Nick Reisman
April 11, 2011 at 1:06 pm
An independent redistricting commission would likely help his Senate Democratic conference, Minority Leader John Sampson told reporters in an informal question-and-answer session.

He also added that a millionaires tax likely wouldn’t come up for a vote this year in order to offset budget cuts.

“I think that, will there be more seats in play? Yes. Will we pick up seats? Yes. And that is the fear that our colleagues across the aisle have. If the playing field is balanced, they believe their majority will be in jeopardy.”

Democrats hold a wide enrollment advantage in New York.

Senate Republicans are resisting a plan to create an independent commission that would redraw legislative boundaries for state and federal seats this year. The Senate already approved a constitutional amendment for an independent redistricting commission, but that would not take effect until 2022.

Sen. John Sampson (4/11/2011) StateofPolitics

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R3OuPeAStVU&feature=player_embedded
Several Republican lawmakers last week filed suit challenging a law that counts prisoners as part of their last known address. The law, passed last year when Democrats were in charge of the Senate, changes the requirement that prisoners be counted in the district that their prison is in.

Since many prisons are in the upstate region, the law hurt the chances of Senate Republicans to keep their hold on upstate districts.

As Senate Democrats have done ad nauseum since the start of the year, Samspon pointed out that Republicans were reneging on their pledge to create the commission by 2012.

“All 32 of them signed onto the Koch pledge, now there is the opportunity to show they’re standing by that written document,” he added.

On the budget front, Sampson said he believed the 2011-12 fiscal year budget would hang together, adding that it was unlikely a tax on millionaires would become an issue again later this year.

“Hopefully we will see an increase in revenues,” Sampson said.
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